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News From the President

It's hard to believe only one month remains in the 2008-2009 school year. The PTA’s work contin-
ues through May—indeed all summer! But, | want to take the opportunity this last newsletter offers
to thank all those who have worked to make this year such a success.

First, a big thanks to my fellow Board members: Ann Cox, Fen Chen Erickson, Karen LeCates,
Kathy Lopez, Shelley Avant, Nikki Dobbins, Sherrie Board, and Michele Neiland. | couldn’t have
done my job without the support of this remarkable team. Six of these ladies will “retire” after this
school year, having served HBMS in a variety of capacities over the years. Ann has been HBMS's
Secretary for the past two years and has served as Membership Chair for three years. Fen Chen
has served as Treasurer for the last two years and in the past has led the PALS (front desk) com-
mittee. Kathy Lopez has served as VP of Academic Enrichment for the past two years and chaired
the PTA’s Reflections committee for the past three years. Shelley Avant has served as VP of Com-
munications the past two years, was Parliamentarian the year before that, and has chaired the
PTA’s Website and Newsletter committees for many years. Nikki Dobbins has been VP of Commu-
nity Relations & Outreach this year, prior to that she was the Board’s Parliamentarian, and in past
years she chaired the PTA’s Lunch & Learn and Red Ribbon committees. And finally, Sherrie
Board has served as VP of Teacher and Student (now Student and Teacher!) Support for four
years. These ladies have also been members of nominating committees and participated in numer-
ous HBMS committee efforts over the years. Please be sure to thank them for their many years of
dedicated service to HBMS when you see them.

Next | would like to thank HBMS PTA’s wonderful Committee Chairs. Over 40 committee Chairs
head our 33 committees, and this dedicated group of individuals leads the many PTA activities,

“News From the President” continued on page 8

Information Day August 5™

Please reserve Wednesday, August 5" now! That is Information Day at HBMS—the day each
HBMS student will receive his/her homeroom assignment, class schedule, bus route, and locker
assignment. Students will also have the opportunity on August 5 to buy lunch tickets and to
“walk their schedule” (that way they will know where to go the first day of school); and, they will
get the opportunity to meet their new teachers. If necessary, clinic forms should also be turned
in on Information Day. And finally, parents will get the opportunity to sign up for Parent Connect
that day as well. Parents are welcome and encouraged to join students at Information Day. To
give each student the time he/she needs to accomplish all the goals set for this important day,
each class is scheduled to come separately as detailed below:

¢ 6" grade: 8:30-10:00 a.m.
¢ 7" grade: 10:30-11:30 a.m.
+ 8" grade: noon-1:00 p.m.

Be sure to save some time to spend in the gymnasium as well—that is where you will be able to
join the PTA and sign up for volunteer activities, buy school supplies and spirit wear, sign up for
family portraits, and learn more about the PTA’s annual gift wrap and pine straw fundraisers.

Over the summer, look for a letter from us with more details about this special day, including
PTA Membership and Volunteer Opportunity forms

“Information Day” continued on page 6

Final Lunch & Learn of the Year—May 1

HBMS'’s final Lunch & Learn of the year will be held on Friday, May 1, from 11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
We have an exciting session scheduled: Chris Holzwarth, Director of Beyond the Applause, will
present, “Empowering Students During the Middle School Years—Will Your Child be Prepared to
Succeed in High School and Beyond?” Ms. Holzwarth will talk about having a successful
experience in middle school; the importance of early college planning and the academic, social,
and emotional support that are necessary in this process; being a positive advocate for your
student; how to help your child connect school to work; and, becoming familiar with the
GAcollege411 program in middle school. Drinks will be provided; you just need to pack a sack
lunch. If you have any questions, please contact Kathryn Dahm, Lunch & Learn Committee
Chair, kdahm86@earthlink.net or 770-993-4882
[ ]
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HBMS PTA Happenings

CANCELLED: Centennial High School’s Freshman Sur-
vivor Camp: CHS has regrettably had to cancel their An-
nual Freshman Survivor Camp, originally scheduled July 29-
30 due to budget constraints. In a letter sent to families who
had already registered, Assistant Principal, Ashley McGill,
and Counselor, Melissa Freeman, said:

“We are disappointed that we will be unable to provide this
program to our freshmen, as data from the camp has shown
that students who participated in the Freshman Survivor
Camp have higher grade point averages, fewer discipline
referrals, and fewer absences than students who did not
participate in the camp.

Furthermore, students who attended the Freshman Survivor
Camp in previous years reported the following:

e They were more aware of the clubs/activities Centennial
has to offer.

e They felt more comfortable finding their way around CHS.

e They better understood school rules and policies.

e They felt that there were several adults in the building
whom they could trust.

e They felt that CHS students made an effort to make
them feel welcome.

e They met new students from other middle schools.

e They learned new organizational and study skills.

e They were more knowledgeable about how to access
their counselor.

e They felt more prepared to start 9" grade.

If you are a parent who has already paid for the camp, we
sincerely apologize. We will return your original check or
process a full refund.

Centennial will be unable to provide the camp to our students
this year given the reduction in the number of days counselors
and administrators are contracted to work during the 2009-10
school year. They hope to be able to provide this valuable
program before the 2010-11 school year. In the meantime,
they will incorporate aspects of the Freshman Survivor Camp
into the mandatory ‘Freshman Experience’ seminars.”

Securing Second Semester Grades: Please have your
child bring a self-addressed, stamped envelope (SASE) to
his/her homeroom teacher before the end of the school year.
(Remember mail rates change before the end of the
school year! You’ll need to use a “forever” stamp or ap-
ply $0.44 in postage to these envelopes.) If you have
more than one student at HMBS, please send a separate
SASE in with each child. Report cards will then be sent to
you when they are finalized.

HBMS PTA Membership Summary—2008-2009: Thank
you for your 2008-2009 HBMS PTA membership! Please
look for information about 2009-2010 PTA membership in
the information packet that will arrive this summer. We'll see
you at Information Day on Wednesday, August 5".
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Spring Plant Sale: HBMS PTA is selling two
beautiful hanging baskets this year: fern and ivy
geraniums. If you haven't gotten your order in,
there is still time. Order forms are available on

A\ the PTA website homepage
‘*s (www.hbmspta.com), and orders are due by
April 29. Your student can bring a completed
form and a check payable to “HBMS PTA” into the front of-
fice in an envelope marked, “ATTN: Margaret Cleary.”

Deliveries will be made in time for Mother’'s Day! Please plan
to pick up your order on Saturday, May 9, between 8:00-
10:00 a.m. at HBMS. Questions? Call Margaret Cleary, Plant
Sale Fundraiser Chair, mcleary1@att.net or 678-642-1602.

HBMS Survival Camp for Rising 6™ Graders: Haynes
Bridge Middle School hopes that rising 6™ graders won't just
come to middle school; we want them to ARRIVE. HBMS is
hosting its second annual Survival Camp for incoming 6™ grad-
ers on Thursday, July 30, 2009, from 9:00 a.m.-noon. Incom-
ing students will join 6" grade teachers, administrators, coun-
selors, and staff to get a flavor of the middle school experience
before school starts! The goal of the camp is for every sixth
grader to arrive feeling organized, prepared, and confident.
Registration forms were sent home with all 5" graders at
Northwood E.S., Barnwell E.S., and Hillside E.S. They are also
available in the front office or can be downloaded from the
homepage of HBMS website: www.haynesbridge.com. Appli-
cations are due by May 4, and registrations are accepted on a
first-come, first-served basis and are restricted to 100 stu-
dents. The camp fee of $20 includes a snack and t-shirt.
Should financial assistance be needed, please send your writ-
ten request directly to Mrs. Reeves, HBMS Principal, by May
4, 2009. If you have any questions about the camp, please
contact Jennifer Wilson, Graduation Coach, at wil-
son@fultonschools.org or 770-740-7030.

Pine Straw Still Available: If you haven’t bought the pine
straw you need to complete your spring landscaping, you
can still buy it through HBMS PTA before the end of the
school year. A copy of Pine Straw order form is available on
the PTA website homepage (www.hbmspta.com). High-
quality bales are available for $4.75/each, and you can pick
the week you would like to schedule delivery. Please send
completed forms and a check made out to “HBMS PTA”
back into the office in an envelope marked, “Lori Abrams.”
Pine straw will be delivered to your home. This is such an
easy way to support the school! If you have any questions,
please contact Lori Abrams, Pine Straw Fundraiser Commit-
tee Chair, lori.abrams@kcc.com, 770-366-0850.

We’d Like Your Pike Receipts Please!
In the course of your spring landscaping,
if you visit Pike Nurseries, please remem-
ber to send your receipts into HBMS.
HBMS participates in Pike’'s “Greenback”
program which donates 7% of the pur-
chase value of all receipts back to HBMS once we have col-
lected over $5,000 worth of receipts. As we tackle landscap-
ing around the school, these Pike’s credits come in handy.
The Pike’s Receipts collection box is located at the end of
the 6™ grade hall, near the administrative offices.




CRCT Scores: CRCT scores for tests taken in April 2009
will be received after students leave HBMS for summer
break. These scores will be available on Information Day
(August 5™) for rising 7" and 8" graders; homeroom teach-
ers will have scores ready for parents to pick up during their
visit that day. Alternately, parents may pick these scores up
in the HBMS office during the summer. Please call ahead to
make sure the scores have been received and sorted and
that someone will be in the office at the time you plan to stop
by. (Note: CRCT scores for rising 9" graders—as well as the
results of the 8" grade writing test—will be mailed home!)

Attention 8th Graders! Make sure Thursday, May 21 is
circled on your calendar. That night, from 7:00-9:00 p.m.,
we'll hold the 8" Grade Celebration at HBMS! You can
dress up in your best clothes to visit with your friends and
dance as the DJ plays your favorite music. Light snacks will
be served with drinks to cool you off. Parents: Permission
slips will be sent home with the April 27 Progress Reports
and must be returned by May 14™. Chaperones will be in at-
tendance. We need help on May 21 to make this event a suc-
cess: during the day and after school, we need help decorat-
ing the gym and hallways. After the dance, we need help
cleaning up. If you can volunteer, please contact one of the
8" Grade Celebration Committee Co-Chairs: Tara Osborne
(taraosborne@bellsouth.net or 770-751-7005) or Cynthia
Steinberg (washuniv@bellsouth.net or 770-752-0593).

Spring Book Fair May 11-15: HBMS’s Buy One, Get One Free
Book Fair is scheduled to run from Monday, May 11, through
Friday, May 15. Students can do their summer reading shop-
ping, and as the name implies, Buy One, Get One Free! There
will be a great selection of current titles from Scholastic's Fall
and Spring Book Fairs, including some popular adult books. As
in the fall, students will be coming to the Spring Book Fair during
the school day with their Language Arts teacher. Students can
also come before and after school; parents are welcome at any
time. The Media Center earns book profit for this book fair, so
the more we sell, the more books the Media Center will get. Par-
ent volunteers are needed to help. If interested, please contact
Mary Kay Flett, Media Center Committee Chair,
mkf115@yahoo.com or 770-664-8459. A heartfelt thanks to all
students, parents, and teachers who have supported all the Me-
dia Center activities we have hosted this year, including the Fall
Book Fair, Latte Day, Book Swap, and the upcoming Spring,
Buy One, Get One Free Book Fair!

Test Relief Twisted Taco Night April 30, 5:00-8:00 p.m.
Celebrate the end of CRCTs with a night out! Please join us at
Twisted Taco (1570 Holcomb Bridge Road, Roswell; 770-407-
7014) on Thursday, April 30, between 5:00-8:00 p.m. for
HBMS Night! Enjoy dinner out at this great area restaurant,
see your friends, and help HBMS in the process—10% of all
proceeds from that night will be donated to the school. Tell
family and friends to join you, and be sure to tell Twisted Taco
that you are with Haynes Bridge Middle School! If you have
any questions, please contact Michele Neiland, VP Ways and
Means, neilandjandm@bellsouth.net or 770-642-0341.

p.s. for 8" grade parents: there is a meeting about the
Georgia Trip at 6:00 p.m. on April 30" at HBMS. Pick up
the kids and come to Twisted Taco afterward!!!

Box Tops—Keep Clipping this Summer! If you have col-
lected any Box Tops, you can simply send them in with your
HBMS student before the end of the school year. The collec-
tion box is located at the end of the 6™ grade hall, near the
administrative offices. Thank you for helping make Box Tops
successful again this year. The monies earned through this
program have helped HBMS fund activities and programs
that are important to our students.

And, please keep the scissors handy! All the Box Tops you
clip over the summer will help us kick off the program with a
big batch of Box Tops next fall. For more detailed information
on this program, visit the Box Tops website:
www.boxtops4education.com. If you have questions, please
contact Kim Tolleson, Box Tops Committee Chair, tolle-
sond@bellsouth.net or 678-566-1562.

Campbell’s Soup Program Update: As you know, HBMS
joined the Campbell’s Soup Labels for Education™ Program
earlier this year. This program has been extended through
the end of June 2009, so you can help earn points for
HBMS for even longer! In this electronic version of the pro-
gram, you no longer have to peel labels off cans and send
them into school; all you have to do is sign up online by en-
tering your KrogerPlus Shopper Card number. Then, every
time you purchase a participating Labels for Education item
at Kroger, Haynes Bridge Middle School will automatically
receive credit. HBMS can redeem the points they earn for
free educational merchandise and equipment.

Remember, the plan is really easy—just follow these three
steps:

e Click. Go to www.e-LabelsforEducation.com to register.
Set up an account by entering your KrogerPlus Shopper
Card number (look on the back of the card, under the bar-
code) and answer a few simple questions. Then choose
Haynes Bridge Middle School to receive your points.

e Earn. Once you have registered, every time you shop at
Kroger and purchase any participating Labels for Education
products, total points earned will be credited to the school’'s
account automatically.

¢ Help them learn! HBMS can redeem any points earned for
free educational merchandise and equipment available
through the Campbell’s Labels for Education catalog.

Please take a moment to register now. And, encourage
friends and family members to sign up as well. This is an-
other easy way to support HBMS—by making sure the
school benefits from shopping you already do. If you have
any questions, please contact Michele Neiland, VP Ways &
Means, neilandjandm@bellsouth.net or 770-642-0341.

Sale Time at the HBMS School Store: The HBMS School
Store is holding a clearance sale throughout May. Many
items will be up to 50% off! The store is open most Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday mornings between 8:00-8:25
a.m. Thanks for your support of the School Store this year,
and don't forget to stop by in May to check out this sale!
Lisa Boulton, School Store Committee Chair,
Imj_mi_gri@hotmail.com or 770-518-8995.
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HBMS Student News

Second Annual HBMS Literature Fair: In February, Haynes
Bridge Middle School hosted its Second Annual Literature Fair.
7™ and 8" graders wrote poetry and short stories, researched
authors and poets, created visual projects, and directed and
filmed videos. They presented their work to classmates,
teachers, and parents. Over 400 students submitted projects,
and prizes were awarded in nine categories.

7" grade winners by category were:

o Novella: Katie Keith.

e Author Study Poster: Annamarie Beatty, Lili Mejorado,
Maddie Peters, and Erica Salas.

o Novel Poster: Alex Linne, David Pretti, Marvin Taylor, and
Mingus Veal.

¢ Poet Study: Paul Benson Elliot, Ron Hawkins, and Stuart Way

e Poem Compilation by Theme: Corinne Akyildiz, Andrew
Castaneda, and Linda Slama.

¢ PowerPoint: Helon Dobbins, Nick Kendrick, and Khariff Tyson.

e Diorama: Johan Buchen, Austin Dowdy, Ryan Kelley, and
Geneva Manganiello.

e Original Poetry: Ashley Duvall.

8" grade winners included:

¢ First Place: Rayna Berinhout, Hannah Friedman, Aaron
Itzkovitz, Daniel Newman, Ben Sandfelder, Amy Siddiqui,
and Robby Voll.

e Second Place: Michael Hsu, Michael Kelley, Lauren
Krajewski, Michael Lopez, Erin Schwarzenfeld, Jordan
Taylor, Marin Unger, and Mason Wong.

e Third Place: Laura George, Amy Martin, Roy Martin,
Sarah Saldana, and Savanna Taylor.

The Language Arts department would like to thank the PTA
for the generous mini-grant we received. We also would like
to thank all of the parents who volunteered or donated
baked goods. In four days we went through over 1,200
cookies and brownies! Mr. Fowler

2009 Fulton County Media Festival: HBMS 8" grader Ryan
Mitchell scored a “Superior” rating for his project submitted at
the Fulton County Media Festival held March 4, 2009 at
Centennial High School. His project, titled, “Jim Hendrix
Woodstock Redux,” an entertainment piece, was entered in
the animation category. There were over 200 students at this
year’s competition. Ryan will advance to the Georgia Student
Media Festival scheduled for May 1—good luck! Mrs. Karp

Spelling Bee: Will June won the HBMS Spelling Bee this
year. A 7" grader, he represented the school at the Fulton
County Spelling Bee. This event was held on February 5,
2009. Will was one of nearly 60 participants from around the
county at this annual event. Mr. Rifkin

HBMS Talent Show: On April 2, HBMS hosted its Annual
Talent Show. An audience of parents, students, and staff
enjoyed a great show, watching six acts perform in the
cafeteria. Five vocalists performed: Lauren Agra, Destiny
Williams, Elexis Neal, Michael Kelley, and Amber Redic. In
addition, Aaron ltzkovitz and Daniel Newman, performed in
their metal band. All performers were 8" graders. Mr. Rifkin
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Performance Evaluation Results for HBMS’s Music
Programs: In February and March, HBMS’s band, chorus,
and orchestra each attended their county Performance
Evaluations. Band and orchestra sent two separate groups:
6™ grade as well as 7"/8" grade. Chorus sent one group
which was made up of all three grade levels. At each
Performance Evaluation, schools from around the county
performed for a panel of three judges. Judges independently
ranked the performance giving comments and/or a rating on
a five-point scale where “I” is “Superior,” “II” is “Excellent,”
down to “V,” which is “Poor.” Each band and orchestra and
the chorus performed two-three pieces in this setting.
Separate from these prepared works, all groups participated
in a sight reading performance. The rules for this
performance vary slightly for each group. In general,
however, the music is new to the conductors and performers,
they study it independently, the conductor is allowed to give
a few minutes of instruction, and then the group must
perform this new piece. One judge rates this performance on
the same five-point scale described above. The outcomes for
this year’s Performance Evaluations are described below.

Band: The 6™ grade band did a fine job on grade 2 music
which is usually not attempted by 6™ grade bands. We aced
our performance even with the small amount of preparation
that we had. Our 7"/8™ grade band performed a grade 2/3
split program and also did quite well with a spectacular
showing in the sight reading portion. This year’s evaluation
was definitely a success! Mr. Wolinsky

Chorus: The Chorus received straight "Superior" ratings in
all areas at Performance Evaluation held in March at
Alpharetta High School. Many thanks to the students for
their hard work and to the parents who accompanied us on
the trip. Special congratulations go to Kaliq Wang, our
student accompanist. Kaliq is a 6™ grader. He was the only
student to accompany a choir at the event this year. Miss
Grant

Orchestra: The 7"/8" grade orchestras received “Superior”
ratings for sight reading and “Superior” ratings for their
performance at February’s Performance Evaluation. The 6"
grade orchestra also received a “Superior” rating for sight
reading and straight “Superior” ratings for their performance.
We are proud of both orchestras for their excellent
performances before a panel of very tough judges! Mrs.
Kurylo

C-Span Honor: Eric Beeler, an HBMS 8" grader, placed
second in an international contest sponsored by C-Span.
The contest, “StudentCam,” had a timely theme: “A
message to the new President. What is the most urgent
issue for the new President to address after taking office,
and why?” Eric’s video was titled, "Job Loss: Weakening the
American Economy." He interviewed many public officials to
create the video including, U.S. Congressman John Lewis
(D), GA Representative Melvin Everson (R), and Johns
Creek Police Chief Ed Densmore. C-Span announced the
winners in early March, and Eric’s impressive second place
win was out of 920 videos and 2,000 student entries. Eric
earned $1,500 and will be interviewed by the Washington
Journal. The interview and Eric’s video aired on C-Span on
April 18.



Regional Science Fair Results: HBMS sent six entries to
the Fulton County Science Fair on February 19. Out of 116
project entries, every HBMS entry placed! Congratulations
to the following individual or pair winners, listed along with
the name of their winning entries:

e Jenna LeCates and Leigh Ann Collier, “Energy from
Food,” which placed 3™ in the engineering category.

e Ryan Tillman and Aaron Sheffield, “Turf vs. Grass,” which
placed 2™ in the physics category.

e Paden Herring, “Cruising on Air,” which placed 1%t in the
energy and transportation category.

o Willow Peterson, “Grey is the New Green,” which placed
1% in the environmental science category.

e Laura George, “Food Energy,” which placed 1% in the
health category.

e Kaliq Wang and Rayner Kristanto, “Fruits, Vegetables, and
Energy,” which placed 1% in the energy category.

Willow Peterson, Laura George, and the team of Wang and
Kristanto were selected to compete at the State Science
Fair in Athens on April 1-4. Congratulations to all! Mrs.
Bennett and Mrs. Schultz

Reflections Program Update: 8" grader Nick Sheridan’s
film video entry won 1% place at the State Reflections
competition! This follows wins at the school and NFCPTA
Reflections competitions. Remember to be part of the
Reflections program yourself next year. The 2009-1010
Reflections Program theme is, “Beauty Is . . .” Questions?
Contact Julie Anne Cooper, Reflections Committee Chair,
2009-2010, juliecooper@bellsouth.net or 770-664-1523.

Join SPARK for “When Dogs Meow” HBMS Drama Club
Hosts Its First Show! On Tuesday, May 12, 7:00 p.m.,
HBMS’s drama club, SPARK, will hold its first show. Titled
When Dogs Meow, the show includes a variety of
monologues, original skits, and a short play. Everyone is
invited—please plan to attend and bring friends! Tickets are
not required, but the club will ask for voluntary donations at
the door. Please join us for this inaugural event! Ms.
Bernard

Heritage Day Summary: 8" graders got up close and
personal with Georgia history March 27" as they hammered
out tin can lanterns, tied together fresh-flower tussie
mussies, and examined authentic Civil War weapons. The
first annual Georgia Heritage Day brought together many
community volunteers to share their unique expertise.

Uniformed, Confederate re-enactors explained the details of a
soldier’s life, weavers demonstrated a spinning wheel, candle
makers worked alongside students to create 18" century lighting,
and an Uncle Remus storyteller held students spellbound.

Among those who volunteered to entertain with local history
were Alpharetta Mayor Letchas, Roswell Mayor Jere Wood,
and our own long-time resident and teacher Judy Webb.
Capping off this fun and exciting day was a multi-media
presentation by Atlanta Sports Hall of Fame founder Larry
Winter. We can’t wait ‘til next year! Mrs. Boldus and Mrs. Brand

Technology Fair Results: Four HBMS students
participated in the 8" Annual Fulton County Technology
Competition, held on January 31, 2009. All four won! 8"
grader Brandon Vines placed 2" in the Animated Graphic
Design category, and the team of Robbie Warren (8" grade)
and Ryan Babaie (7" grade) won 3™ place in the Robotics.
Notably, this was the first year HBMS fielded a Robotics
entry. Finally, 6" grader Uma Kantheti won 1*! place in the
Non-multimedia (desktop publishing) category and earned
the right to proceed to the state competition held on March
14. There, she placed 2"—great work! Mrs. Bennett

Student Council News: In February the most active 8" grade
members of the Student Council were the guests of Georgia
State Senator David Shafer (R-District 56) at the State
Capitol. They enjoyed a customized tour which was directed
by legislative aides John Culverhouse and Andrew Long and
Council advisor Stephanie Brand.

Council members, which included Jessica Arogeti, Deanna
Braisden, Jackie Crone, Morgan Cox, Natalie Flesher, Sean
Kelley, Sarah Lee, Gabrielle Matthews, Alec Mazzuckelli,
Elexis Neal, and Tianna Richardson were recognized from the
floor of the Senate while in the Gallery. All of the
representatives agreed that this is a trip that this year's 7"
graders can look forward to next year, if they are selected by
their homeroom peers to be Student Council representatives.

Beautiful, red carnations ruled on campus on Valentine’s Day.
Student Council representatives sold 600 carnations that day.
Creative Community Services shared in the financial bounty,
which they will use to fund programs for children who live in
foster homes throughout the Metro Atlanta area.

Then in March, as part of Spirit Week at Haynes Bridge,
Student Council representatives promoted three, zany days.
Tacky Day and Class Colors Day preceded Hat Day.

As always, it didn’t cost a thing to wear outrageous clothes to
school on Tacky Day. Students enjoyed pushing, but not
breaking, the dress code. It also didn’t cost anything to amuse
and delight their peers and teachers on Class Colors Day.
However it was the pink—chosen by the 8" grade
representatives—that created the most clamor.

Finally, for only one dollar students topped their noggins with
colorful, outlandish coverings of all sorts. All of their money,
combined with the generosity of their teachers, who paid $5/
each to wear jeans that day, resulted in a modest donation to
North Fulton Community Charities.

And just before Spring Break, Council members greeted
friends and family to Mr. Rifkin’s Talent Night. No, they did not
sing, but did hand out programs for the annual event.

The Student Council will wrap up the year with a teacher

appreciation car wash and cook-out on campus on the second
Tuesday in May.

Congratulations to everyone!!!



North Fulton Community Charities

One of the charities HBMS actively supports is North Fulton
Community Charities. They thank HBMS, and we want to
thank you! We thought you would like to see a summary of
the assistance NFCC provides to those in our community;
figures for 2008 are reflected in the table below.

Quick Look at 2008

e Food given out 19,712 times
e Clothing vouchers 2,849 families
¢ Rent/mortgage help 2,459 times

e Holiday program 1,638 families
e Electric bills paid 1,616 times

e Warm coats
e School supplies
o Easter baskets

1,500+ individuals
1,200+ children
850+ children

e Gas/heat bill paid 555 times
e Gas for the car 245 times
o Water bill paid 272 times
e Budget training 246 adults
e Prescription medicine 92 times
e MARTA passes 85 times
e Cars, vehicles donated 41 times

Total $ assistance in 2008: $872,004

4,632 families received assistance:
6,908 children
6,897 adults
446 seniors
14,251 individuals

How many of these families were seeking NFCC help
for the very first time? 1,739

How many families does NFCC see each month? 1,381
(1 of every 10 walk-ins is new to NFCC)

Reprinted with permission: The NFCC Express, Spring
20009.

As you might expect, numbers are up versus 2007 in al-
most every category. NFCC experienced 23% growth
over 2007. And, in January-February 2009, NFCC aver-
aged 130 families a day. You can help NFCC directly,
and this is a wonderful summer activity. Donations are
welcome, and they always need volunteers for the office,
pantry, and clothes closet. You can contact or visit NFCC at:

NFCC
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11270 Elkins Road
Roswell, GA 30076
770-640-0399
www.nfcchelp.org

PTA Takes Action

In the February edition of the HBMS Eagle Eye, we reported
on key legislation that could have affected Georgia’'s school
nurses. Here is an update on school nurse funding from the
April 7, 2009 edition of “PTA Takes Action,” GA PTA’s
weekly review of legislative activity:

“Great news and a heartfelt thank you to all the schools that
sent in Popsicle sticks and to our members who called or
emailed their legislators in our campaign to save the school
nurse funding. The 2010 budget that passed contained al-
most full funding for nurses: $29.1 million (only a 3% cut).
Congratulations on making your voices heard!”

Volunteer Roundup . ..
We Need Your Help!

There are always opportunities to volunteer at HBMS. Visit
the PTA website (www.hbmspta.com/ _Committee
Descriptions) to learn more about all HBMS’s committees
and/or contact a Board member or committee Chair. You
will find a spot for your talents, interests, and availability.
Coming into the school and seeing your HBMS student in
his/her environment is very rewarding—find out for yourself!

Current needs include:
8" Grade Celebration—See article (including committee
contact information) on page 3.

Committee Chair openings—There are still a few open
positions on the HBMS PTA executive team:

¢ Building Beautification Chair

+ Parent to Parent Chair

These committees are described in detail on the PTA
website (www.hbmspta.com); or feel free to contact any PTA
Board member or current committee Chair to learn more.

Over the summer, you will receive a Volunteer Opportunities
form in your back-to-school letter. Please take the time to
review committees (described on the PTA website), select
one or more to help, and return this form on Information Day!

“Information Day” continued from page 1

that you can complete ahead of time and bring with you on
August 5. We can’t wait to see you on August 5"—until
then, have a wonderful summer!

p.s. This year, Affidavit of Residency forms are due be-
fore Informat/on Day. All students new to HBMS—that is,
all incoming 6" graders and new 7" and 8" graders—will
need to bring a completed Affidavit of Residency form into
the HBMS office before Information Day or their schedule
will not be released that day. If you did not receive a form
from your elementary school, you can get a copy in the
HBMS office; forms will also be available on the PTA web-
site, www.hbmspta.com.




HBMS's 2009-2010 Teacher and Classified Employee of the Year

Earlier this year, HBMS announced the winners of its 2009-
2010 Teacher of the Year and Classified Employee of the
Year awards: Mr. Rob Bidwell and Mrs. Stacie Chandler.

Both professionals were named following a thorough
process. HBMS’s Teacher of the Year process began in
February when all HBMS staff members were asked to
nominate a certified teacher for this honor. Every nominee
was placed on a ballot, and staff members were asked to
vote for one person. The three certified teachers declared
finalists, besides Mr. Bidwell, were: Ms. Aiesha Bridges,
Mrs. Donna Mathis, and Mrs. Jeanne Schultz. Finalists
proceeded to a round of interviews/observation. A panel
made up of Administrators, the Teacher of the Year from the
past school year, and a member of the PTA, interviewed
each of the Teacher of the Year candidates and observed
these candidates at work in his/her classroom. Panelists
scored the candidates, and the teacher with the highest
score following this round was named Teacher of the Year.

To select HBMS’s Classified Employee of the Year, HBMS
staff members were asked to nominate a classified
employee. Every nominee was placed on a ballot, and the
professional employee receiving the most votes following
this step was named "Classified Employee of the Year."

Mr. Bidwell and Mrs. Chandler were honored during a
breakfast hosted by HBMS in March. We are proud of these
terrific HBMS staff members and are sure you would like to
get to know them better. Following is a brief profile of each:

Mr. Rob Bidwell—8™ Grade Math Teacher
2009-2010 Teacher of the Year

This is Mr. Bidwell’s first year at Haynes Bridge Middle
School but his 13" year in education. He came to HBMS
from the Coffee County School System in Douglas, Georgia
where he spent his own middle and high school years. In
Douglas, he spent 12 years teaching middle school math
and PE. Prior to launching his teaching career, Mr. Bidwell
spent six years working as an auditor after earning his BBA
in Accounting from the University of Georgia. He says he
never felt he was helping anyone become a better person in
that role, so he made the decision to return to school himself
to facilitate his career change.

Mr. Bidwell's wife, Paige, is a speech pathologist who works
primarily with children who have special needs. They have
two children of their own, a nine-year-old daughter who
loves to dance, and a seven-year-old son for whom the sun
“rises and sets” with football, basketball, and baseball. His
son’s interests allow Mr. Bidwell an outlet for his passion—
coaching kids. He has coached for many years at all levels,
but now his focus is on coaching his son and other children
his son’s age. He says, “I enjoy any endeavor that involves
working or playing with kids—it’s not a job, | love it!” Mr.
Bidwell grew up in Central North Carolina which explains his
continuing fervor for the UNC Tarheels.

About winning Teacher of the Year honors, Mr. Bidwell
says, “This year has been incredible!!! | hope parents realize
just how extraordinary and wonderful Haynes Bridge Middle
School is . . . | have never worked at a better school. This
school provides a safe, nurturing environment in which our
kids can learn and be involved in an endless choice of
activities. Not all schools provide this type environment.
THE BEST PART OF THIS SCHOOL IS THE KIDS!!! They
are fantastic, and | learn as much from them as they learn
from me. | am very proud of each child and look forward to
watching them grow and mature into successful, productive
citizens. Never a day goes by now where | do not feel truly
blessed by these children. It is an honor to win this award.
However, it is not about me, it is about the kids. | dedicate
this award to all our students for they make each day a new
adventure and a blessing.”

Mrs. Stacie Chandler, Data Clerk
2009-2010 Classified Employee of the Year

Mrs. Chandler began working in the Fulton County School
System as a Data Clerk at HBMS in 2005. She came to
Haynes Bridge Middle School from Fort Wayne, Indiana—
her home town. There, she began her career working for
ITT Aerospace Communications where she spent ten years.
Mrs. Chandler then initiated her work in schools, beginning
with three years in Fort Wayne Community Schools and
then working for Fairfax County Schools in Alexandria,
Virginia for the three years preceding her move to Georgia.
Mrs. Chandler and her husband, Colin, have a son named
Tyler. Tyler is enjoying his senior year at Roswell High
School.

As for being named Classified Employee of the Year, Mrs.
Chandler says, “I am so blessed to work with the most
amazing, loving, supportive people. Haynes Bridge is my
second family, and | absolutely love working here. This
award means so much to me because | know there are so
many wonderful employees here at Haynes Bridge who are
deserving of this recognition.”




Please Record Your Summer Hours!

Many thanks for all the volunteer hours worked and
recorded throughout this past school year. Though the pace
slows down in summer, volunteer hours still add up. Please
remember to record these hours for HBMS! Simply keep
track of volunteer time over the course of the summer, and
then record the total hours worked in the office log when you
return to school in August. Or, you can always log VIPS
hours on-line: visit the HBMS website (www.hbmspta.com)
and click on "To record at home volunteer hours” at the
bottom of the home page. Dana Dowdy, VIPS Committee
Chair, danadowdy@comcast.net or 770-310-6103.

Calendar of Events

April

1-3 | Games Days; 7", 6™, and 8" graders respectively

2 HBMS Talent Show and PTA Board meeting,
6:45 p.m.

Did You Know?
A PTA Website Fun Fact

Did you know that information about HBMS’s Information
Day will be available on-line this summer? Scheduled for
August 5 this year, Information Day is an event you don'’t
want to miss (see related article on page 1). Learning about
this event ahead of time is the best way to ensure you get
the most out of the day. Supplement the information you
receive in the mail with your on-line reading. Visit the PTA
website, www.hbmspta.com.

Questions about the website or the HBMS PTA group?
Contact Shelley Avant, Website Committee Chair,
shelley@avants.net or 770-619-9097.

3 Book swap

6-10 | No School, Spring Break

16-17 | CRCT testing, all grades

21-23 | CRCT testing (continued), all grades

24 Make-up day: CRCT testing

23 Band cluster concert, 7:00 p.m. (CHS)

27 Interim reports go home
Make-up day, CRCT testing

28 Orchestra cluster concert, 7:00 p.m. (CHS)

30 | GA Trip meeting for parents of 8" graders, 6:00
p.m.
HBMS Twisted Taco Night, 5:00-8:00 p.m.

“News From the President,” continued from page 1

fundraisers, and events we all depend upon. While several
Chairs are also retiring this year, some are returning to their
roles. | offer my thanks to every one of these ladies.

Of course, | need to thank every one of you who volunteered
for an HBMS activity, contributed to a fundraiser, and/or joined
HBMS PTA. Your contributions of time, effort, and funds
helped us support students and families, teachers and staff.

Finally, | would also like to thank Debbie Reeves, and every
HBMS teacher and staff member. A special thanks to Ronnie
Wilson, HBMS’s head custodian, who is retiring after 34
years! He has been a fixture at Information Day, the 8" Grade
Celebration, and countless activities in between these events,
easing the work of many volunteers. The dedication of HBMS
staff members to the school and its students is unparalleled.

Though many current Board members are retiring, our 2009-
2010 Board has been elected, and HBMS is in good hands!
As President, Karen LeCates will lead a wonderful team next
year. You can join them. While most of our committee Chair
positions have been filled, there are a few opportunities left
(see the article on page 6). And, look for the Volunteer Oppor-
tunities form that will come in the summer information letter,
investigate the opportunities outlined there, and sign up.

Thank you for allowing me to serve as PTA President these
past two years; it has been a privilege. Enjoy your summer!

Katie Mazzuckelli, PTA President
mazzuckelli@comcast.net or 770-664-6307
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May

Lunch & Learn, 11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

4 HBMS Teacher appreciation luncheon

CHS TAG/Honors teachers visit HBMS 8™ grade
classes

Orchestra concert, 7:00 p.m.

5 Band concert, 7:00 p.m.

7-9 | 8" grade trip

9 Spring plant sale delivery date, 8:00-10:00 a.m.

11-15 | Spring book fair, Media Center

12 SPARK (drama club) variety show, 7:00 p.m.

14 Chorus concert, 7:00 p.m.

15 Hospitality breakfast

19-21 | 8" grade final exams

21 | 8" grade celebration, 7:00-9:00 p.m.

22 Last day school/second semester

See www.hbmspta.com
for the full 2008-2009
HBMS PTA Calendar of Events




